
phenomenon. While its most basic causes are matters of ongoing debate, 

there is widespread agreement that the combination of global market dy­

namics and geopolitical alignments creates the context within which re­

peatable patterns of social stratification arise within countries and sets 

parameters on the options for state solution. 

The upshot is that the phenomenon of intrastate inequality, like ine­

quality between states, is produced and sustained, in part, by the structure 

of the global order. As a consequence, the implications for the ability of 

states to secure human rights and structural fairness within their borders 

must be added to traditional concerns about the impact of global relations 

and institutions on interstate inequality. Moreover, as we have said many 

times throughout the book, it is not just about the money. The economists 

who track the global rise of intrastate economic inequality also point to 

trends of central interest under our theory. Greater intrastate economic in­

equality around the world is accompanied by the rise of social and polit­

ical inequality, the exacerbation of power differentials, and the growing 

social distance between social groups, whose daily experiences and life 

prospects diverge so greatly. 

186 I Structural Injustice 

CHAPTER 7 I Real-World Examples 

THE AIM IN THIS chapter is to provide four compelling examples of routine, 

malignant fonns of structural injustice. We have selected these examples 

in order to demonstrate how our theory draws support from and is re­

sponsive to circumstances of structural injustice around the world. Two 

examples are chosen from the US, which represents an economically ad­

vanced country publicly committed to democratic ideals and the rule of 

law, and two examples are drawn from low- and middle-income countries 

(LMICs) in the midst of economic and political transition. 

These examples draw upon the perspectives of activists, journalists, and 

NGOs for reasons we described in chapter 2. In contrast to theories that 

defend nonns of justice on the ground that they can command universal 

agreement within existing dominant ethical outlooks, we noted that our 

theory seeks to capture insights from and illustrate what drives the core 

complaints of social justice movements across a range of cultural and in­

stitutional settings. 

In addition, we have chosen examples that reveal how every part of our 

theory comes into play. The examples illustrate how structural unfairness 

of power and advantage implicate many, if not all, of the core elements of 

well-being, often in ways that involve human rights violations. Sometimes 

what results are direct violations of human rights and sometimes violations 

of duties to protect. 

We selected examples from both urban and rural settings, and from 

within the US and LMICs, for two reasons. First, a theory of structural 

injustice should have diagnostic relevance in both kinds of geographic 

settings and in countries that differ in the details of political and eco­

nomic organization. Second, the fates of rural and urban areas are deeply 

intertwined, both within and across nations. In many respects, the dy­

namics of rural-urban interaction within countries resemble the global 
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